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Be prepared… 
Flu, flooding or fires are just some of the major incidents that Warwickshire’s agencies
prepare for under the banner of “Warwickshire Prepared”.  These agencies include Fire &
Rescue, Health, Police, the Environment Agency, County, District and Borough Councils.
The group’s purpose is to warn people about and prepare them for any risks that they
might be exposed to, such as flooding, which affected many communities in 
Warwickshire a few years ago.

One of the ways you can help “be prepared” is by logging on to the newly launched 
website.  This has the latest news and advice on dealing with an emergency and how you
can best be prepared if the worst should happen.  

Go to www.warwickshire.gov.uk/prepared

Don’t feel ‘under the weather’ this winter – here are some seasonal tips 
d Ensure your heating is 21oC in your home
d Make sure your heating comes on at least 30 minutes before you get 

up in the morning
d Keep internal doors closed to stop draughts and close curtains at dusk
d Ensure your home is well insulated and your boiler is serviced
d Have at least one hot meal a day and have hot drinks throughout the day
d Layer up –  several thin layers of clothing are better than one thick jumper
d Use an electric blanket, heat pad (or hot water bottle!) in bed and 

wear thermal underwear and socks in very cold weather
d Sweep chimneys if you have open fires.  Contact your energy supplier to 

find out about social tariffs or priority services register. 

Everybody needs good neighbours … signs to look out for
d No visible signs of heating or only one room is heated
d The property is cold, draughty and smells of damp
d Little or no insulation or homemade draught proofing
d Householder is wearing lots of clothing and complains of always being ill 
d Householder says they cannot afford to pay their heating bills.

Ring for advice on Freephone 0800 988 2881; advice@actonenergy.org.uk

Keeping warm and well 
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The flu vaccination will not give you flu but it helps stop you getting it.  If you’re pregnant, over 65, have
a long term condition (heart condition, diabetes, asthma or cerebral palsy) or if you’re a carer, contact
your GP surgery for your FREE flu vaccination.

For more information, go to www.nhs.uk   If it’s not an emergency, you can call the new 
Warwickshire Healthline on 03000 247 111 available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

More details about getting ready for winter are at www.northwarks.gov.uk/weather 

Flu – protect yourself and others

Our cover photo shows Housing and Borough 
Care staff wrapped up warm for winter. 
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hristmas comes but once a year but you can avoid
paying for it long after the turkey is finished and

the tree is gone.  It feels better knowing that you’re 
making the most of your money throughout the 
festive season.  So if you don’t want a money headache
in the New Year but still want to have a great Christmas,
these tips from the Money Advice Service can help.  
Their online health check can get you on the right 
track for 2012 too at www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk

dd

Have a savvy Christmas
from the Money Advice Service  

d

d

d

d

C

A wonderful Christmas and no
New Year money worries...
now that’s worth celebrating!

d

d

Stretch your money

d Cut back. Make every penny count.  The ‘Cut-back 

calculator’ can help you see where you can make savings.  

d Christmas bonus? If you are getting benefits, you could

be entitled to a Christmas bonus.  If you don’t currently get

benefits, find out if you should be.  Check the Direct.gov

website. 

d Plan your food list carefully. According to Love Food,

Hate Waste, we throw away over eight million tonnes of 

food each year.  This costs the average family with 

children £680!  

d Make what you can. Home-made jam or cookies, 

or a framed photo, make great gifts.  Wrap them in 

brown paper tied with a festive red ribbon. 

d Write your Christmas cards early, hand-deliver what

you can, and post the rest second class (by Saturday 17th

December).  Or get digital and send an e-card! 

Savvy shopping 
d First, know how much you can spend. Decide what youcan afford to spend and stick to it.  Include everything - gifts,travel, food, new outfits and decorations.  The Money AdviceService’s online ‘Managing your money guide’ can help.
d Write a list. Estimate the cost of each item and check youcan afford it.  When buying online, don’t forget about delivery charges.  

d Compare prices of different retailers. Look closely atspecial offers to make sure they really are value for moneyand keep an eye out for discount vouchers.  The online‘Shopping around guide’ can help.
d Do you need insurance? Check before buying extended warranties - your gifts may be covered by your existing contents insurance policy. 
d Borrowing for Christmas? Get the best product you can.Only borrow what you can afford to repay, and make sureyou’re clear on the terms, including the APR.  Check the website for types of borrowing and pros and cons of eachand take a look at the online ‘Advice for Christmas present’feature for savvy tips on Christmas borrowing.
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d
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Start a Happy New Year 
Once the festivities are over, see where you can save and make more of your money all year round.  Start as you

mean to go on by taking the health check, the new online money planner.  In minutes you can get a personal action
plan showing how to make the most of your money now and reach your future goals.  Get the whole family involved,

so they can start a money-savvy New Year too and check the website for more money tips.

These festive tips are your gift from the Money Advice Service.  Have a thrifty and Happy Christmas.  
Check out www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk or go to www.northwarks.gov.uk to try out the health 
check to make the most of your money this festive season. 

www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk    Tel: 0300 500 5000
Calls should cost no more than 01 or 02 UK-wide calls, and are included in inclusive mobile and landline minutes.  

To help us maintain and improve our service we may record or monitor calls. 
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B.O.B. and Coventry & Warwickshire Cooperative Development
Agency are helping people to make positive choices and
changes to their personal and work situation.  You may be 
looking for a job, thinking about starting a business or trying to
make a fresh start and need help to explore the options.  If so,
talk to B.O.B.’s trained advisers, who can offer you practical 
advice and support. 

Managing your money -  helping you take control 
of your finances

Advisers can help with:
l Opening a bank account
l Budgeting advice and making your  money go 

further
l Access to affordable loans – even with a poor 

credit rating
l Access to other financial services
l Regular savings

Facing my financial situation was hard and I couldn’t have
done it without you.  Putting everything down on paper
really helped.  I am now back on track and most 
importantly keeping in touch with creditors and not 
missing payments.  My budget is tight but I am sticking
to it and can look forward to eventually being debt free.

Kerry, Polesworth

Employment advice and training -  find and get the
job you want

Advisers can help with:
l Exploring career choices
l How to look for vacancies
l Preparing a CV
l Online job searches
l Online job applications
l Interview techniques
l Writing letters
l Information on training courses

I was out of work for nearly two years. At times I didn’t
think I would get a full time job again.  I attended two
other job search places which were a waste of time. CDA
was different. They helped me with writing letters and my
CV.  I now have a full time job and I’m truly thankful to the
staff.

Gary, Atherstone

Working for yourself – professional advice and 
support from qualified business advisers

If you are considering becoming self-employed, starting
a business or a social enterprise, there’s help with:

l Thinking through your ideas
l Preparing a business plan
l Carrying out market research
l Identifying sources of funding and finance
l Choosing a legal structure
l Developing your business skills

l Information on local premises
l Your legal obligations

Being able to write my business plan with the guidance
of an experienced adviser gave me the confidence to go
for it.  CDA are very helpful and easy to work with – the
door is always open.

Samantha, Polesworth

B.O.B. the Branching Out Bus

Ring 07925 352 903, email s.kerr@cwcda.co.uk or book an appointment on B.O.B. the Branching Out Bus. 
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A really ‘handy’ service  
Age UK Warwickshire’s ‘handy’ service is designed 
exclusively for people aged 50+, or for people of any age
who have a learning, physical or sensory disability.  The
Handyfix.it service provides minor repairs to domestic
properties within the County.  The works are carried out by
a team of handypeople, who are employed directly by Age
UK Warwickshire.  They have all been checked through the
Criminal Records Bureau for their suitability for working
with older people.

The team can fix a dripping tap, ease doors, fit keysafes and
grab rails, move furniture and remove curtains – all for a 

reduced rate of £5 per hour (minimum charge of one hour)
for those on a means tested benefit.  The standard fee is
£18.50 per hour plus any materials used.  You can supply
your own parts with no extra charge other than the labour
charge to fit the parts. 

Tel: 01926 458 131 or visit 
www.ageuk.org.uk/warwickshire and click on the 
‘Our Services’ link. 

Help at Hand
Help at Hand is a five year project funded by the Big Lottery.  It 
recruits North Warwickshire people as volunteers and matches their
skills with others who need help.  The project will find a rewarding
volunteer opportunity, offer training and support, pay expenses
and arrange reference and CRB checks.

If you can lend a hand with basic decorating, preparing meals, 
gardening, sewing or even dog walking or learning about 
computers, this is the project for you.  If you want to volunteer or 
if there’s someone who needs a bit of help, contact the Help at Hand
team at the Volunteer Centre, 01827 717073; info@vcnw.org.uk 
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Leah Hutchby, who works for the CWCDA, can offer help
with access to a basic bank account, regular savings and
loans at a reasonable rate of interest plus budgeting advice.

She is at the following venues:
l The Council House, Atherstone, 11.00am-2.00pm 

on Tuesdays 
l By appointment on Wednesdays 
l Polesworth Library 9.30am -1.00pm on Thursdays 
l New Way Credit Union, 158 Long Street 9.30am -

12.30pm on Fridays 
Leah can be contacted on 07925 352672.

Coventry & Warwickshire Reinvestment Trust (CWRT)
CWRT provide personal and business loans 
Tel: 02476 551777

New Way Credit Union
New Way Credit Union provides a
savings and loan service to their
members
Tel: 01827 718851 
or email: enquiries@nwcu.co.uk 

Coventry & Warwickshire Cooperative Development
Agency (CWCDA)

L to R - Diana Hardziejewicz, Martin Hornerand Michelle Black



Changes to Housing 
Benefit – caring costs 
Do you…
… or your partner have a carer, who stays overnight in your 

home?
… have a room that your carer uses to sleep in overnight?
… have overnight care provided by a carer, who doesn’t live in 

your home?
… rent your home from a private landlord?

If you answered yes to all these questions, then you may be able to
get extra help with your rent.  

From April 2011, a bedroom used by a carer or carers who don’t live in your
home, is now taken into account when working out your Housing Benefit.
This could result in an increase in Housing Benefit.  But there are other
changes to the Housing Benefit rules that may affect the extra payment.
This means that the Borough Council needs to look at all your 
circumstances to take account of all the new rules.  Then the team can
work out whether you’ll receive more money. 

Even if your Housing Benefit doesn’t increase, it’s still worth letting the 
Benefits Team know if you have this type of care arrangement.  You could be entitled to other benefits. 

Changes to Housing 
Benefit 2 
Are you...
… single, aged 25-34 and claiming housing benefit?
… also living in self-contained accommodation?

The Government is planning to change the rules, which
means you will only be entitled to a lower rate of Housing
Benefit.  

If you fall into this category when your Local Housing 
Allowance (LHA) is reassessed from January 2012 onwards,
this change will apply to you unless you are covered by one 
of the exemptions.  This means that you would move onto 
the LHA rate for shared accommodation in your area, which
may be much lower. 

Current shared accommodation rates in North Warwickshire
are at www.northwarks.gov.uk  
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For more information, go to www.direct.gov.uk.  
Contact the Benefits Team at the Borough Council on 01827 719365; email benefits@northwarks.gov.uk; 

call in at the Council House or visit B.O.B.    
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The (alternative) Twelve Days of Christmas  
It’s easy to forget how much we throw away over the festive period.  Use the following song to help 

you to reduce, reuse and recycle this Christmas!

You’ll soon receive a bin hanger with information about the Christmas collections.  Please read it to check you don’t
miss one!  There’s more information about recycling (including Christmas collection information) at
www.northwarks.gov.uk/recycling

Thanks to your efforts, North Warwickshire’s recycling rate is now 31% compared to 27% this time
last year.  The target is 40% … so please carry on recycling in 2012!

d

d

d

d
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d
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On the first day of Christmas, my recycling gave to me …

12 bags reusing
Remember to take plenty of reusable bags with you when you go shopping.  

Keep a few in the boot of your car for unplanned shopping trips

11 parsnip peelings
Fruit and vegetable peelings can be put in a home compost bin.  

Visit www.wcc.getcomposting.com to get a discounted bin.  
For some great food recipes visit www.northwarks.gov.uk/wellnessmatters

10 jumping jumpers
If you get new clothes for Christmas, recycle your unwanted items using the pink bag, 

a textile bank or donate to a charity shop

9 lists of shopping
Make a list before going food shopping and check use-by date labels to save wasting

food. For more tips including portion planning visit www.lovefoodhatewaste.com 

8 gifted gadgets
Recycle your old, small electrical and electronic items. Take them to a WEEE (Waste

Electrical and Electronic Equipment) recycling bank or to a Household Waste Recycling
Centre

7 waste free gifts
For the man or woman who has it all, buy a voucher for gifts, a show or an experience day

6 tags-a-making
Make gift tags by cutting out pictures from the front of old greetings cards

5 rolls of paper
Wrapping paper can be recycled in the yellow bag.  Please make sure it is made of

paper and not plastic.  If it tears, it’s made of paper 

4 empty batteries
Switch to rechargeable batteries to save waste and money

3 gift bags
Use gift bags again instead of throwing them away after one use

2 heaps of cards
Recycle greetings cards in the yellow bag or take to a library or the Council offices

...and...
an old unwanted Christmas tree

Chop up real trees and place in the green bin for your next collection or take to a 
participating garden centre

d
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The 2012 Olympics may be focussing on London but there’s a race of a different kind happening 
all over the country – the race to encourage people to do more online.  Did you know, for instance, 
that calling in to the Council offices with an enquiry costs the Council £7.40, ringing in costs 
£2.90 but using the website at www.northwarks.gov.uk costs just 32p?  That’s quite a saving 
for the Borough Council in these cost conscious times!

Race online 2012
Join in and support the national “Race Online 2012” campaign, which is aimed at getting
everyone online and happy and confident using services and information.  As part of the 
Council’s commitment to the campaign, there will be free introductions to the web 
sessions.  These will include how to search the web, set up an email account and use 
the web to reduce your bills.

Places are limited so email webmaster@northwarks.gov.uk 
or ring 01827 719342 to book your place.

Race online with the chance to win a free Netbook
Sign up for Council Tax electronic billing at www.northwarks.gov.uk and you’ll be entered
into a free prize draw to win a Netbook, donated by computer system suppliers, Capita. Even 
if you don’t win, you’ll be helping the environment by reducing the amount of paper that’s used. 

Race online and keep up to speed
Find out about your bin collection day, your nearest car park or play area and details of 
your local Councillor at www.northwarks.gov.uk/directories 

Race online and keep up to date
Add your community events to the events calendar at www.northwarks.gov.uk/event/new

Race online and get smart
The website works brilliantly on Smartphones and other mobile internet devices.  
Smartphones, such as the iphone, Blackberry and Android, have been used 11,722 times 
in the last six months to apply for services and find information. 

Check the time of your fitness class at www.northwarks.gov.uk/fitnessclass, report 
fly-tipping or find out the election results.  Last May, over 2,500 people checked the 
Borough Council’s election results using their Smartphones.   

Race online and get tweeting
Get up to the minute Council information and updates, such as changes to services due 
to poor weather.  Search for North Warwickshire Borough Council on Facebook and 
North_Warks_BC on Twitter.

There’s a main Council Facebook page and other pages for specific projects or places, such 
as Arley Sports Centre.  With Facebook you can get more involved, commenting on news 
or current projects.

Use Twitter to find out first-hand about jobs, news, events, emergency announcements, 
elections, consultations and special offers.  Tweet your questions through to the Contact Centre 
staff, who will get back to you…but please remember not to Tweet your personal details.  

Join the Race Online 2012 – it’s quicker,



B.O.B. Hubs to take technology to villages
Many residents will be familiar with B.O.B. the Branching Out Bus – either through using the service or reading about
it in north talk.  Since 2009, this successful project has helped over 2,000 North Warwickshire residents with debt and 
benefits advice, money management, job retraining and health and housing issues.  Now B.O.B is branching out even
further with a number of ‘B.O.B. Hubs’ planned for next year. 

Based in village halls, libraries or shops, the B.O.B. Hub will consist of a suite of computers, enabling people to get 
information about services, help and advice at the click of a mouse.  There may even be the facility to talk face to face
with advisers through the medium of ‘video-conferencing’.  This is similar to Skype but can also be used to scan and
transfer electronic documents.  

As Bob Trahern, Assistant Chief Executive (Community Services) explained:  
“ We believe that the B.O.B. Hubs will provide a real asset to any local 
community, allowing residents to access a wide range of services and 
help close to their home.”

A number of Parish Councils and community groups have expressed an 
interest in developing a B.O.B Hub and the first will hopefully be up and 
running by March 2012.
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Join the Race Online 2012 – it’s quicker, easier and cheaper! 
Race online and picture this
There is a Flickr site for photographs but your help is needed to build it 
up and make it a true picture of the Borough.  Send your pictures to 
webmaster@northwarks.gov.uk Let the webmaster know that you’re 
happy for the photos to go on the website and in future issues of north talk.  
If you are, your photo will be automatically entered into a competition for 
the best local picture to win an e.voucher.   

For more information, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk

Race online and make your mark 
Use the smiley faces to rate individual webpages, note what didn’t work well
and the team will try to make improvements.  A sample of some of 
the recent comments include-

You said ...
No photos of the main swimming pool
Impossible to pay a parking fine online
I couldn’t write what had happened to our red box
Tried to print off the swimming timetable

Race online and get planning
You can view and comment on current planning  
applications; submit a planning application; take 
part in consultations; establish whether you live in 
a Conservation Area or Listed Building and even 
see if your home is at risk of flooding.  
Go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/planning and see the Frequently Asked Questions at www.northwarks.gov.uk/planningfaq

We did…
Photos were added
New payments system coming soon
Comments box added
Downloadable timetable added 



PA
GE10

Where do you want development to go in North 
Warwickshire? Your views needed…

Your views are needed on the Draft Core Strategy, which will set out how North
Warwickshire will develop in the future.  The Strategy directs a certain amount
of development to various settlements but no sites have been identified. 

The tables show the amount of development expected in each settlement. 
In some, the amount of development is a minimum figure but in others it is a

maximum figure.  For example, where there is a minimum figure of 100 units,
this means that more development could take place.  In other settlements it 
is a maximum of 30 units, which means that no more than 30 units will be 
permitted over the Plan period until 2026.

Consultation events will be taking place throughout the Borough - see the website for details.  
For more information, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/dcsc   Documents are also available at your local library, the 
Council offices or by ringing the Forward Planning Team on 01827 719499.  The consultation runs until 12th January 2012.

A minimum requirement of housing will be expected in the following locations, up to2026

Atherstone / Mancetter 450 dwellingsPolesworth & Dordon 300 dwellingsColeshill 250 dwellingsGrendon/Baddesley Ensor 100 dwellingsHartshill & Ansley Common 150 dwellings

A maximum requirement of housing will be expected in the following locations

Old & New Arley 60 dwellingsKingsbury 50 dwellingsWater Orton 50 dwellings

Ansley, Austrey, Fillongley, Hurley, NewtonRegis and Warton will all have a maximumrequirement of 30 new dwellings

Whitacre Heath and Wood End will all have amaximum requirement of 20 new dwellings

Curdworth and Shustoke will all have a maximum requirement of 15 new dwellings

Shuttington will have a maximum requirementof 10 dwellings

Piccadilly will have a maximum requirement of5 dwellings

North Warwickshire - Key Diagram
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The Borough Council’s Vision - looking ahead 
Our Vision

North Warwickshire - a place where people want to live, work, invest and
visit.  A Council that, despite tough times, maintains its front line services
and works to improve the health and well-being and economic environment
of its communities.

North Warwickshire Borough Council – on the side of the people in tough
times.

Our 10 Priorities
l Protecting public services for local people whilst maintaining a 

balanced budget and keeping Council Tax increases lower than 
inflation.

l Bringing more jobs to North Warwickshire, whilst seeking to 
protect existing jobs and developing our workforce.

l Protecting and improving our local environment.
l Improving recycling.
l Working with the Police, Parish Councils, Town Councils, the community and other partners 

to tackle crime and anti-social behaviour.
l Protecting and improving our countryside and heritage.
l Listening to and working with our tenants to maintain and improve our 

housing stock and providing affordable housing in the right places.
l Providing easier access to Council services, particularly through the internet.
l Improving communication of information and community consultation, including, where appropriate, 

providing the opportunity to be involved in decision making.
l Helping to tackle health inequalities by working with the County Council and the NHS locally and by 

encouraging, where financially viable, leisure opportunities in local communities.

Green light for work needed on 
Council offices 

Overloaded electrics, a leaking roof and an outdated and
ineffective heating system are just some of the serious
health and safety problems, which have built up over the
years at the Council offices in Atherstone.  In September,
Borough Councillors agreed to a detailed programme of
building work to bring the building back up to scratch.

The life expectancy of heating and electrical systems is
usually around 25 years and the offices on South Street 
are now already over 30 years old.  The increasing use of 
computers has put added pressure on the electrics and 
recent independent inspections recommended that the
building needs urgent rewiring.  Although earlier hopes
had been for a new building to incorporate the Borough
Council, Health, the Police and library services, the 

economic downturn put paid to these plans.  Councillors
instead opted for the most cost effective option, which is
to undertake a programme of essential works. 

Leader of the Council, Councillor Mick Stanley wanted to
reassure residents that this is not a ‘refurbishment’ of the
Council offices:

“We have been doing short term repairs for a number of
years and have now reached the point where these are
ineffective and a waste of money.  Doing nothing is no
longer an option and so we have decided to do only 
urgent replacement and repair works at the Council
House. “

A specialist contractor will soon be appointed to project
manage the building works, which are expected to start in
Spring 2012 and take 18 months to complete.  There will
be regular progress reports in future issues of north talk. 



Once the Christmas turkey, pudding, mince pies and chocolates
have all been devoured, many people will be planning to kick-start
their health regimes in 2012.  If you need some inspiration, look no
further than Rachel Leegough of Shustoke, (right) who joined the
Change4Life programme at Coleshill Leisure Centre. 

Rachel had been trying in vain to lose weight for 18 months and
had also been diagnosed with an underactive thyroid: 
“I was at my wits’ end  and desperately needed some help to 
shed the pounds,” she said,  “ I work on my allotment and so eat 
healthily but it wasn’t making any difference.  “ The turning point
came when Rachel called in at Coleshill Leisure Centre to collect
her children from a Tumbletime party:

“I thought I’d enquire about help with getting fitter and losing
weight and spoke to Martin who became my trainer.  Straight
away, he showed me into the gym so I could overcome my fears 
of competing with skinny, fit people! “ 

With Martin’s help, Rachel reduced her portion sizes, eating more
protein and healthy snacks and increased her exercise 
levels at the gym and by walking more.  She says she’s delighted
with dropping two dress sizes and says it’s wonderful to be able 
to go into a shop and buy ‘normal clothes’:
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“ I can’t thank Martin and 
the Coleshill Leisure Centre team enough.  I’m choosing
healthier and fresher food, drinking more water and
snacking less.  I certainly won’t be ruining all my hard work
over the Christmas party season and I won’t let the odd
treat or two stop me from reaching my fighting weight! “

Good vibrations! 
Fitness fans will be able to ‘shake fat’ on the two new vibroplates machines
at Atherstone Leisure Complex.  

Standing on a vibrating plate may seem a bit undignified but 10 minutes
on the machines gives the same workout as you’d get from a 45-60 minute
fitness session.  They are also ideal for helping with weight loss, improving
muscle tone and reducing lower back pain. 

For more information and to book your induction, contact the Leisure
Complex on 01827 722198.

Keeping healthy in pregnancy 
A new ante and post natal exercise referral scheme is due to be launched in partnership
with NHS Warwickshire.  As part of the screening and support process provided through
the George Eliot Hospital, the Ante and Post Pregnancy Referral Scheme provides 
specialist help in North Warwickshire’s leisure centres.  Staff are currently in training so
they can advise on nutrition, exercise and lifestyle advice both during and after 
pregnancy for women with higher BMI ratings.

North Warwickshire is piloting the scheme for the northern region and staff have been 
involved in the development and content of the programme.

Rachael’s made a Change4Life! 

Packing a punch - Rachel with Russell Simkiss (Manager)



News from the North Warwickshire
Community Partnership

Stopping smoking in 2012? 
Warwickshire NHS Stop Smoking Service can provide
regular support appointments over the first few weeks 
of quitting, along with a prescription for nicotine 
replacement therapy (patches, gum, etc).  Zyban and
Champix are also available on prescription at doctors’
surgeries.  Stop Smoking Services are 
available at doctors’ surgeries,
pharmacists and drop in clinics.

Ring Warwickshire Stop Smoking 
Service on 0800 085 2917, go to 
www.smokefreewarwickshire.org 
or text “LIFE” to 80800.  
National No Smoking Day is on 
Wednesday 14th March 2012 and 
details of activities will be on 
www.northwarks.gov.uk

Cookin’ up a storm in the Community Café 
Home made beef stew followed by apple pie and custard were on the menu when 
Joanna and Alfie Halford (pictured) dropped into the new Community Café in 
Atherstone.   

The Café, in the community rooms at Alexandra Court is the brainchild of local 
resident and chef, Roy Evans.  Along with Kate Greenfield, Roy volunteered to 
create hearty and healthy meals every Tuesday with the help of  ‘sous chefs’ Pat 
and Connie.  

The idea was a spin-off from the successful Dig In project, supported by the 
Council’s Housing and Community Development Teams.  Over 18 months, 
residents from Alexandra Court and the nearby streets cultivated raised beds 
in a disused garden area, growing flowers, fruit and veg.  The project flourished,
friendships were formed and now the Alexandra Court Community Group runs 
the Café (and regular bingo sessions!) for the neighbourhood. 

Lori Harvey, Community Projects Officer in the Community Development 
Team has been supporting the Group since the start of the Community Café.  
She said:

“The Group is doing amazing work and residents love the café as it provides 
an invaluable service.  We even have people taking hot meals to their neighbours who are too frail or disabled to leave their
homes.  We’d all like to thank the Group for their dedication and commitment to the project. “

Lori added that the Housing Team will be improving the kitchen and storeroom in the community rooms and that the Group
hopes to be opening the Café on additional days in the near future.
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North Warks walks!  
Get fit and meet new people with your local walking group

Atherstone Thursdays, 1pm at Atherstone 
Leisure Complex

Austrey Fridays, 10am at The Baptist Church
Hurley Tuesdays, 1pm at Hurley Village Hall
Kingsbury Wednesdays, 11am at Kingsbury 

Methodist Church
Mancetter Tuesdays 10am at St Peters Church
Middleton Wednesdays 1.30pm, RSPB car park 

next to Middleton Hall
Old Arley Thursdays 1pm at The Methodist Church

New for Hartshill - Thursday 19th January starting at 
1.30pm, Hartshill Community Centre, next to Trinity Church.

For more information, contact 
Stephanie Lawrence on 1827 719271

> Developing Healthier Communities

The North Warwickshire Community Partnership Health has identified three priorities to 
improve the quality of life in North Warwickshire.  Here is the latest update on progress…

Connie, Pat, Roy, Kate and Lori



Beeline’s buzzing with good
newzzzz…. 
A cash award for Beeline, the community transport organisation, 
will enable Development Worker Katy Harper to investigate
residents’ transport needs.  Lloyds TSB has awarded Beeline 
£19,000 over two years and the North Warwickshire LEADER 
project has announced a grant of £9,300 to enable Katy to work 
with residents in rural villages and hamlets. 

Chair of Beeline, John Mills said: “Beeline provides help with 
transport to medical appointments but we know that many 
people in the rural areas of North Warwickshire have never heard 
of the service.  We have also heard many worrying stories of people
losing their jobs, having to give up social activities and even being
forced to move.  By meeting people, we’ll be able to tell them about
Beeline’s service and also find out about their wider transport problems.“

If you know someone who is experiencing problems with transport, or you’d like to 
know more, contact Katy on 01827 712278; email : Katyharper9@gmail.com

Volunteer drivers are always needed.  If you can help, ring 01827 717074.  

> Improving access to services
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> Raising aspirations, educational attainment and skills 

North Warwickshire Works update -
Connect to Your Future Now
This exciting new project will work with young people aged 
15–19, who are not in full time education, employment or 
training.  The Drop-in sessions are very informal (coffee and 
toasted sandwiches on offer!) and you don’t have to be currently 
looking for work. There will be internet access and workshops to 
choose from.  If you need specialist support, the Drop-in will refer 
you to the right organisation to help you.

Drop-in sessions are at: 
Wood End Village Hall 4.00pm-6.00pm every Monday.
Hurley Village Hall 3.00pm-6.00pm every Wednesday
and on the Rural Mobile Bus in Wood End every Tuesday 1.30pm-3.30pm. 
A drop-in session in Dordon will be set up early next year.

For more information, contact David White on 01827 71102 or 07951 028701; Email: David@wcava.org.uk

You can still take advantage of the Community Engagement & Employability Programme run by the Co-operative 
Development Agency. This provides support to local people with job searches, exploring career choices, and advice on 

managing your money.  Their outreach workers are on the B.O.B. Bus or ring 07811 966345.

To find out more about North Warwickshire Works, ring Catherine Marks at Warwickshire County Council
on 02476 387279

John Mills and
 Katy Harper



Environment

The Wild:LIFE Project is
now on Facebook!  
Keep up to date with events and activities by joining the
project on Facebook or following it on Twitter.  The Wild:LIFE
Project runs until October 2013 and will create four Local 
Nature Reserves within North Warwickshire.  These will be at
Linear Park in Kingsbury, Dafferns Wood in New Arley, Cole
End Park in Coleshill and Abbey Green Park in Polesworth.
Events include bat walks, pond creation, tree planting, local
wildlife information and youth activities.  There’s lots going
on and an opportunity to have your say on the development
and management of the sites. 

The funding for the Wild:LIFE project comes from Access to
Nature, a scheme run by Natural England and funded by 
the Big Lottery Fund.

Find out more:
www.facebook.com/northwarkswildlife
www.northwarks.gov.uk/northwarkswildlife

Or contact Zoe Davies, Community Development Officer
(Environment) on 01827 719258.

Tame Valley Wetlands Landscape
Scheme 
At 100km long, the River Tame is the largest tributary of the River
Trent.  It has a number of important tributaries, the most significant
of which are the rivers Rea, Cole, Blythe and Anker. 

Despite damage in the past, the river is now cleaner and the old gravel
working sites help to form the largest series of wetlands in the area.
The Tame Valley has a wide variety of habitats that host a rich diversity
of wildlife and rare species.  This important river corridor is also a vital 
north-south migration route, providing essential resting and feeding
places for hundreds of migrating birds.  Lea Marston Lakes, Kingsbury
Water Park, RSPB Middleton Lakes, Shustoke Reservoir and Whitacre
Heath Nature Reserve all lie within the Tame Valley area. 

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is currently working with a number of 
organisations, including the Borough Council, to develop and fund a scheme, which will conserve the built and natural
heritage of the area and improve its accessibility.  They are interested in finding out how people use the Tame 
Valley and need your support to help attract funding for the scheme. 

You can help by filling in a consultation questionnaire by Friday 16th December at www.northwarks.gov.uk/tamevalley
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Not everyone enters into the Christmas spirit.  
Make 2011 a safer Christmas for everyone. 

l When out shopping, don’t leave presents on show in your car.
If they can be seen, they can be stolen.

l Keep presents out of sight at home – don’t leave them on 
display under the Christmas tree.

l If you’re going away over Christmas, leave lights and a radio on
timer switches.

l Keep your house secure – make sure all windows and doors 
are locked.

l Don’t leave car keys and handbags within easy reach of the door.

… is your free magazine from North Warwickshire
Borough Council and the North Warwickshire 
Community Partnership.  If you need the 
information in larger print or a different format,
ring the Borough Council on 01827 715341. 

If you have any comments about north talk or know
someone who has not received a copy,  email the editor
at northtalk@northwarks.gov.uk or ring 01827 719309.

Produced on paper from sustainable sources. 
Remember to recycle your north talk !

You can ring us
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 8.00pm
Saturday               9.00am – 4.00pm
Tel: 01827 715341

www.northwarks.gov.uk
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter

Our One Stop Shop and Contact Centre

For details of Area Forum meetings in 2012, go to www.northwarks.gov.uk/areaforums 

Safer communities

Or call in to the One Stop Shop
Monday – Friday 8.30am – 5.15pm

Dial 101
101 is the new Police telephone number for non emergency calls.  
Report crime and disorder incidents, thefts, vandalism and contact
your local policing team.

Calls to 101 cost 15p from landlines and mobile phones no matter how long the call or what 
time of day you ring.  You can still use 999 in an emergency, for instance if you’re witnessing a 
crime, a life is in danger or if someone is using threatening behaviour. 

Since the reception areas closed at Atherstone and Coleshill Police Stations, front office 
enquiries are now dealt at the One Stop Shop in Atherstone and at Coleshill Library.  Library 
times are Tuesday 9.00am-7.00pm, Thursday 9.00am-6.00pm and Saturday 9.30am-2.00pm. 
One Stop Shop times are as below.  Police officers are not available at either of these locations.  

The North Warwickshire Safer Neighbourhoods Team is 
Sergeant Roger Fildes and
PC Leon Carter covering East Safer Neighbourhood Team.
PC Paul Painter covering North Safer Neighbourhood Team.
PC Ellen Beaty covering South Safer Neighbourhood Team.
PC Nina Bowden covering West Safer Neighbourhood Team.

101

Pinched 
from a mum’s

car last 
night

Nicked by
a burglar
while you
were out

Bought ina pub fromDodgyDave

Police services 

now available at

Atherstone’s 

One Stop Shop

and Coleshill 

Library




